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Trash and Recycle Toter Roll-Out 

In cooperation with Waste Management the City of Dexter will be switching to a 

toter collection system for refuse and recycling service. All residents in the City will 

be provided with toters for trash (green lid) and recycle (yellow lid) service under 

the City’s new five-year contract with Waste Management. The standard toter 

sizes that will be initially delivered will be 96-gallons for trash and 64-gallons for 

recycling. Condominium complexes have been contacted to discuss their sizing 

options. All toter sizes have wheels to help facilitate getting them to the curb. 

Residents will have an opportunity to request an increase to a larger container for 

recycle and/or a smaller toter for trash by returning a postcard that will be 

included with the initial container delivery. If a residence requires more than one 

toter, an additional toter can be provided by Waste Management for a monthly 

fee.  

Collection will continue to occur on Mondays. The first collection day using the 

new toters will be Monday, July 15th. Delivery of the toters is currently scheduled 

for the week of July 8th. If you have a toter with a lift bar that you would like to 

continue to use for trash, please leave it out at the curb the week of July 8th and,  

if Waste Management determines it is an acceptable style cart, they will not 

deliver a new trash container. All residences will receive new recycle containers 

with the yellow lid. 

Waste Management will only collect what has been placed in the toters except 

during specific bulk item collection days, which are noted below. This is a change 

that the waste collection industry is making across the country because haulers 

are having an increasingly difficult time recruiting employees to pick up trash by 

hand, and with a toter-based system, routes can be serviced with a single driver. 

Bulk Item Collection Changes 

Bulk item pick-up will now occur on 

the first Monday of each month. 

City-wide clean-up days will be held 

in the Spring and Fall. Residents who 

have bulk items that need to be 

picked up on other days can 

request and pay for a special 

pickup from Waste Management. 

Residents who wish to dispose of 

their current cans may set them out 

during the bulk collection day on 

August 5, 2019. Cans must be clearly 

identified as trash. 
Trash Toter Recycle Toter 

Website Changes 
Upcoming 

The City of Dexter has 

been working with 

Revize Software on an 

update to the City’s 

website. It is anticipated 

that the launch of the 

new site will take place 

this summer or late fall. 
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Dexter Farmers Market 

The Dexter Farmers Market is in its 12th year on Alpine Street in the heart of 

downtown. The Market is open on Saturdays from 8am – 1pm, and Tuesday 

from 2 – 6pm.  

The Market has musical performers and activities for children and adults each 

week, including musicians, craft demonstrations and take-home craft 

activities. Items currently available at the Market include green leafy 

vegetables, root vegetables, native plants, bed flowers, beautiful art, 

greeting cards, hand-poured candles, organic soap, pies, cookies, granola, 

eggs, maple syrup and honey! As the season progresses, expect new vendors 

and returning later season vendors to have cheese, yogurt, coffee, 

chocolates, and cut flowers.  

The Market also features a free Bike Medic mechanic and giveaways from 

charities and government organizations. In its stellar location, Dexter Farmers 

Market provides a fun and exciting way to enjoy local food, support local 

business owners, and interact with the community. 

Road Projects 

Central Street 

Starting the week of July 8, 2019, the City will be reconstructing Central Street from Third to 300 feet west of 

Fifth Street, using a combination of federal funds and funds from the City’s road millage. Stormwater work will 

also be completed on 5th from Central to Broad and on 4th just south of Central. This project will continue 

many of the streetscape elements that are present on Central from the City limits to Third Street, including 

street lighting, designated parallel parking and stamped colored concrete crosswalks. Central will be closed 

to thru traffic during the construction. Work is expected to last for approximately three months. 

Pedestrian Safety Project 

The City is in the final stages of planning a pedestrian safety project that will be 

completed this summer. Currently under consideration is the placement of 

rapid flashing beacons at the four designated school crossings located at 

Baker and the refuge island, Ann Arbor Street at Kensington, Dan Hoey near the 

driveway to Mill Creek Middle School and Dan Hoey near the driveway to 

Walkabout Creek. Due to the higher traffic volumes, the rapid flashing beacons 

on Baker and Ann Arbor Street may be supplemented with crossing guards for 

one hour before and one hour after school hours as part of a one year pilot 

program. The crossing guard location currently at Meadowview and Dexter 

Ann Arbor will be relocated to Kensington and Ann Arbor Street.  

If you are interested in becoming a crossing guard please contact the City 

Office at 734-426-8303. Training will be provided.  

Along with the rapid flashing beacons, a sidewalk will be added on the north 

side of Forest from Baker to Kensington. Additional lighting is also planned to be 

provided at the school crossing locations. 
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In 2018, the Washtenaw County Road Commission (WCRC), in partnership with the 

City of Dexter and Scio Township, installed two roundabouts on Baker Road.  

Please share the following reminders about navigating roundabouts with family and 

friends to help keep everyone safe.  

Six Tips for Safely Navigating Roundabouts: 

1. Slow Down: Roundabouts are designed to reduce your speed upon entry (suggested speed is between 

15 – 20 mph). Slower speeds allow you to drive defensively.  

2. Yield, Don’t Merge: Vehicles in the roundabout have the right-of-way. Do not merge into a roundabout 

like you merge onto a highway. Slow down and yield, or stop if necessary, for traffic that is circulating 

the roundabout. Enter the roundabout when a safe gap is present. Once you are in the roundabout, 

only stop to avoid a collision.   

3. Look for Pedestrians and Bicycles: Yield to all pedestrians in crosswalks before and after you exit a 

roundabout. Bicycles should be treated as a car in the roundabout. Never pass a cyclist in a 

roundabout. Give them room to maneuver.  

4. Pick the Correct Lane: Each roundabout on Baker Road will be a single-lane roundabout but there will be 

an exclusive right turn lane when traveling between Dan Hoey Road and Shield Road. Just like a 

traditional intersection, be sure to pick the correct lane. Don’t use the right-turn lane to continue north 

or southbound on Baker Road.  

5. Use Your Turn Signal: Just like a traditional intersection, you should use turn signals in a roundabout to 

notify other drivers of your intentions.  

6. Leave Space for Trucks: It is important for you to provide plenty of room for tractor-trailer trucks to 

maneuver in a roundabout. Do not attempt to overtake a truck in a roundabout. 

To learn more about roundabouts in Washtenaw County, visit: wcroads.org/roads/roundabouts 

Roundabouts In Dexter, Here’s What To Do 

Plastic Bag Recycling 

The City of Dexter has partnered with Recycle Ann Arbor and 

Washtenaw County through the Plastic Pollution Solution Collection 

Network to offer a single-use plastic recycling drop-off location to City 

residents/business owners. The green drop-off bin is located at the Dexter 

City Offices, 8123 Main St., 2nd Floor of the PNC Bank. This program allows 

for the recycling of dry and clean plastic bags (grocery, zip seal, bubble 

wrap) and similar soft plastics. 

The average life-span of a plastic bag, before they end up in a landfill, is 

14 minutes and they are the number one contaminant in curbside 

recycling programs. These plastics are not recyclable through standard 

curbside recycling and can cause jams in machines at recycling 

facilities. 

Since March 22, 2019, the City has collected 10 large bags of single-use 

plastics, which have all been delivered to the recycling processing 

center. 

file:///G:/Newsletters/Summer%202019/wcroads.org/roads/roundabouts
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Fall Tree Planting Update 

The spring street tree planting has been pushed to the fall.   As a result, the City is accepting applications for 

new street trees through Friday, June 28, 2019.  The Residential Cost-Sharing Street Tree Planting Program is an 

opportunity for residents to have a new tree planted in their lawn extensions.  The cost to participate in this 

program is $150. This $150, plus approximately $150 per tree from the City’s restricted tree fund, covers the 

purchase and installation of a 2-2½ inch caliper tree and includes a one-year warranty.  Once the tree has 

been planted, it is the buyer’s responsibility to maintain and care for that tree, including watering it diligently 

during the first three years, especially during droughts.  The City provides tree watering bags to help you with 

irrigation. Additional tree care information is available from the Office of Community Development (734-580-

2233). A copy of the application is included on the following page of this newsletter or on the website at 

https://dextermi.gov/sites/dextermi.gov/files/client_files/trees/2019/fall.2019.resident.cost_.sharing.pdf. 

PLEASE NOTE: Residents who applied for the spring planting do not need to submit a new application. 

Fireworks Reminders 

With the Fourth of July approaching, we want to remind everyone that the use of fireworks in the City is 

prohibited by City Ordinance. State law however, requires that fireworks be permitted on specified days 

during specified times. These days and times are: 

 

1) Between 11am on December 31 and 1am on January 1. 

2) Between 11am and 11:45pm on the Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day. 

3) Between 11am and 11:45pm on June 29, June 30, July 1, July 2, July 3 and July 4. 

4) Between 11am and 11:45pm on July 5, if that date is a Friday or a Saturday. 

5) Between 11am and 11:45pm on the Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day.   

 

State law does allow the City to regulate certain activities including the following: 

 

• Fireworks cannot be discharged in any public place, school property, church property or the property 

owned by another person without the other property owner's written permission. 

• Fireworks also cannot be discharged so that remnants from the fireworks land on any public place or 

the property of another person without the other property owner's written permission. 

 

Since the initial passage of the State law in 2012, the City has received numerous complaints regarding the 

use of fireworks on the permissible days.  We are trying to encourage all residents to cooperate with their 

neighbors so that we minimize conflicts and complaints.   We would like to request that residents be respectful 

of their neighbors when using fireworks on the State-approved days.  

 

All safety concerns related to fireworks activities should be directed to the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office. 

Please understand that the Sheriff’s Office personnel cannot supersede the state fireworks law, but they can 

discourage unsafe activity. Most fireworks are loud and noise is often the most common complaint that we 

receive.   The State fireworks law supersedes our noise ordinance within the permitted times of allowable use.  

 

The City's goal is for all residents and property owners to have a safe and relaxing Fourth of July, so please be 

considerate of your neighbors. We thank you in advance for your cooperation and thoughtfulness. 

https://dextermi.gov/sites/dextermi.gov/files/client_files/trees/2019/fall.2019.resident.cost_.sharing.pdf
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Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) - One Water Campaign 



Water System Updates 

The City would like to thank everyone for their cooperation during the outdoor 

watering ban. We had to do very little enforcement of the ban and our water usage 

stayed consistent. Fortunately, re-coating of the inside of the tower only needs to be 

done approximately once every 20 years. 

Now that the complete ban has lifted, the City has returned to prohibiting outdoor 

water usage between 6 am and 10 am, with odd/even water restrictions.  Residents 

and businesses with odd numbered addresses (ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9) may do outdoor 

watering only on odd numbered dates. Likewise, those with even numbered addresses 

(2, 4, 6, 8, 0) may do outdoor watering only on even numbered dates. A simple 

adjustment of the start time of your irrigation system control can achieve this. 

Thank you for your cooperation as we work to protect and conserve our water 

resources. 
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Lawn Maintenance Reminders 

It’s been a rainy spring, and the grass and weeds are growing rapidly. As a result, the City is receiving 

complaints about unmaintained property.  The Office of Community Development would like to remind 

property owners, including owners of rental property or vacant lots, that local ordinances require routine lawn 

maintenance.  Grass and/or weeds exceeding eight inches in height are considered a public 

nuisance.  Once a complaint is lodged, the Code Enforcement Officer must conduct an inspection, and issue 

a violation notice, if a public nuisance is observed. 

Failure to mitigate the violation (i.e. mow the lawn/pull the weeds) can result in the issuance of a ticket and 

possible fine(s).  For more information about property maintenance and code enforcement, please contact 

the Office of Community Development 734-580-2233/35.  

Also, please do not blow grass clippings into the street when mowing your lawn. These clippings travel into our 

storm sewer system which can cause the drains to clog. If you have a landscaping company that mows your 

lawn please pass this information along to them. 

City Ordinance Reminders 

Did you know… 

Dog waste must be collected and disposed of in a trash can. The City has provided trash receptacles and 

dog waste disposal units throughout town. Dog waste is not suitable for recycle, compost or storm drains. Not 

collecting dog waste or intentionally throwing into a City storm drain is an ordinance violation. (City 

Ordinance Sec. 10-37) 

Trash cans, recyclables, and compost bags should be placed out at the street no earlier than 5 pm on 

Sunday. All materials need to be out at the curb by 7am Monday morning. (City Ordinance Sec. 38-74) 

Riding a bicycle on the sidewalks downtown is not permitted. Bicycle riders should walk their bike on the 

sidewalk in the downtown area. This is especially important to avoid collisions right in front of entrances to our 

downtown businesses. (City Ordinance Section 54-133) 



Dexter City Update Page 8 

Election Updates 

Upcoming Election Date and Precinct Locations 

An Election will be held on Tuesday, August 6, 2019 to consider a proposal from the Washtenaw Intermediate 

School District. For this election Precinct 1 & 3 (located at the Dexter Senior Center, 7720 Ann Arbor St.) will be 

consolidated into one precinct. Precinct 2 is located at St. Andrews Church, 7610 Ann Arbor St. 

If you have any questions about your precinct or polling location, please contact the City Clerk’s Office prior 

to Election Day by e-mail at jbreyer@dextermi.gov or by phone at 734-580-2234. 

Absentee Ballots 

Absentee ballot applications for the August 6, 2019 Election are available at the City Offices (8123 Main St., 

Dexter, MI 48130) or by contacting the City Clerk’s Office. Absentee ballots may now be requested by all 

registered voters without providing a reason. 

The City of Dexter maintains a permanent absentee voter list. This list will automatically generate an absentee 

ballot application that will be mailed to your house for each election. Permanent absentee voter list 

application forms are available to all voters at the City Office or by contacting the City Clerk’s Office. 

Candidate and Proposal Information 

The full text of all ballot proposals, a list of candidates, and election results for each election may be obtained 

at the Washtenaw County Clerk/Register’s office, 200 N. Main St., Suite 120, Ann Arbor, MI 48104, telephone: 

(734) 222-6730 or https://www.washtenaw.org/304/Elections.  

Residents may also visit the Michigan Voter Information Center at michigan.gov/vote to view their sample 

ballot, track the status of their absentee ballot, or verify their voter registration information. 

Election Changes Due to Passage of Proposal 18-3 

Voters will be able to register in-person at the City Clerk's Office (not in the precinct) up to the day of 

the Election. In order to register and vote the same day, voters must be able to show one of the following: 

- Valid Driver’s License or Michigan State ID with the voter’s current address; or  

- A Valid Driver’s License with an old address AND residency verification (utility bill, bank statement, 

paycheck, or some other proof of residency). 

- Other picture ID AND residency verification (utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or some other proof of 

residency). 

- No picture ID (affidavit of voter not in possession of picture identification required) AND residency 

verification (utility bill, bank statement, paycheck, or another valid proof of residency). 

Those that register on Election Day will be eligible to vote with an absentee ballot at the Clerk's Office, but 

those voting absentee will not be permitted to leave the Clerk's Office with a ballot - it has to be voted at the 

Clerk’s Office. 

No reason absentee voting - All registered voters are eligible to vote absentee without providing a reason. 
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Events 

 

For a complete and up-to-date Timeline of Events, please visit our website at: paintdexter.org/public-events/ . 

 

• Monday, August 12th through Saturday, August 17th: 

- Artists paint in and around Dexter. 

• Wednesday, August 14th: 

- Children’s Painting Workshop in Monument Park ($10 per participant) 

• Friday, August 16th: 

- Quick Draw Competition from 9:30am – 12:30pm 

- Art Exhibit and Sale begins at 2:00pm in the Monument Park Tent Gallery 

- Wine and Craft Beer Reception from 4:30 - 8:30pm in the Monument Park Tent Gallery 

- Musical Entertainment in the Monument Park Gazebo from 6:30 - 8:30pm 

• Saturday, August 17th: 

- Art Exhibit and Sale continues from 9:00am - 8:00pm in the Monument Park Tent Gallery 

- Children’s Art Event in Monument Park from 11:00am - 2:00pm 

- Wine and Craft Beer Reception from 3:00 - 8:00 pm in the Monument Park Tent Gallery 

- Musical Entertainment in the Tent Gallery from 6:00 – 8:00pm 

 

Children’s Workshops 

 

The Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival will host the Children’s Painting Workshops on Wednesday, August 14th. The 

sessions are separated by age bracket and include: elementary school age, middle school age, and high 

school age and above. Cost to participate is $10 per child/young adult, and all art supplies are provided. For 

more information, or to register for one or more of these sessions, please visit paintdexter.org/classes-for-kids/. 

 

Workshop for Adults 

 

As part of this year’s Paint Dexter Plein Air Festival, we are excited to offer a workshop with nationally known, 

award-winning artist Greg LaRock on Saturday and Sunday, August 10th and 11th. This workshop designed for 

painters who wish to take their paintings to the next level. If you feel that you’ve reached a "plateau" in your 

work or are having problems with composition, values and simplification, then this workshop can help. 

 

The two-day workshop will focus on developing your painting skills through organizing elements to create a 

successful composition; maintaining and supporting a focal point, and how to direct viewers to your area of 

interest; and achieving depth and atmosphere. There will be lots of demonstrations and individual attention. 

To learn more and register to participate, please visit paintdexter.org/workshops-for-adults/ and click the 

registration button. Deposit is required to hold your space.  

 

Have A Painting Made of Your Property! 

 

Do you have an interesting house, field, stream, or barn on your property? Are you interested in having a 

painting of your property created by an amazing artist?  For this year’s Festival, we are creating a list of 

properties in and around Dexter where our participating artists can go to paint *with the permission of the 

property owner*. If you are interested in having your property added to this list, please visit our online 

registration page at: paintdexter.org/volunteers/. Please only register your own property. We cannot 

guarantee that any of the artists will choose to create a painting of your property, but the list will be provided 

to all of the artists. Finished paintings will likely be on sale in the Monument Park Tent Gallery from Friday, 

August 16th through Saturday, August 17th. 

https://dexter.broadcastgenius.com/lt.php?notrack=1&notrack=1&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&i=515A537A3A11202
https://dexter.broadcastgenius.com/lt.php?notrack=1&notrack=1&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&i=488A510A3A11047
https://dexter.broadcastgenius.com/lt.php?notrack=1&notrack=1&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&i=515A537A3A11223
https://dexter.broadcastgenius.com/lt.php?notrack=1&notrack=1&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&i=515A537A3A11204
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Why Did My Taxes Go Up So Much Compared To The Previous Homeowner? 

This is a question that is often asked by new Dexter homeowners. The answer is found in Proposal A, which was 

passed by Michigan voters in the 1990s. At that time, there was public concern that uncontrolled increases in 

property assessments were taxing people, especially those on fixed incomes, out of their homes. Proposal A 

addressed this problem by creating a new “capped” taxable value, which can only increase each year by 

the rate of inflation or 5%, whichever is lower. 

On the upper right-hand side of your tax bill, under the heading “Tax Details”, you will see the State Equalized 

Value (SEV) and the Taxable Value (TV) for your property. The SEV reflects what the assessor has set as the 

market value of the property divided by two, and it will usually fluctuate from year-to-year. The TV represents 

your capped value, and that is the value that is used to calculate your taxes. Somebody who has lived in their 

home for many years may have a TV that is substantially lower than their SEV, while newer residents may have 

an SEV and TV that are nearly identical.  

The reason for this is that the taxable value is capped until the property transfers ownership. This uncapping 

takes place in the year after the transfer occurs. So, if you bought your property in 2018, you paid 2018 taxes 

based on whatever capped taxable value the previous owners had. In 2019, however, the taxable value 

“uncaps” to equal the SEV that was determined for this year. The cap is then reapplied moving forward until 

such time as the property transfers ownership once again. 

The following table shows an actual sale in the City and how the SEV and TV interacted. This property sold in 

2015 and the Taxable Value uncapped in 2016. As always, if you have any questions about your taxes or 

assessment, please fell free to call or email the City at 734-426-8303 or MSherry@Dextermi.gov 

  Year  State Equalized Value   Taxable Value   Taxes  

 2009       95,000     68,560  $3,209  

 2010       83,700     71,361  $3,202  

 2011       80,700     72,574  $3,257  

 2012       77,700     74,553  $3,342  

 2013       79,900     76,321  $3,411  

 2014       85,000     77,542  $3,538  

Year of Sale 2015       98,300     78,782  $3,483  

Year of "Uncapping" 2016     102,500   102,500  $4,713  

 2017     113,900   103,422  $4,741  

 2018     117,400   105,593  $4,931  

 2019     117,800   108,127   TBD  

  Note: Millage rate changes also effect taxes.  

The dollar bill graphic to the 

left depicts how your tax bill 

was divided between various 

governmental agencies in 

2018. 
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Automated Bill Pay: The City can automatically deduct the balance due on your utility bill from your designated bank 

account, on the bill’s due date.  To sign up for this service, please fill out the form below and return it to the City Office.  

There is no charge for this service. 

E-Mailed Bills: The City encourages residents and businesses to sign up for emailed bills, which helps the environment and 

saves money. To do so, please email eaiken@dextermi.gov. 

Authorization for Automatic (ACH) Debits 

I (we) hereby authorize the City of Dexter, hereinafter called ORIGINATOR, to initiate debit Entries and, if necessary, 

credit Entries and adjustments for any debit Entries sent in error to my/our bank account indicated below, and the 

depository/bank named below, hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to debit/credit the same to such account. 

Depository Name:             

City:      State:   Zip Code:     

Routing #:      Account #:       

Account Type (checking/Savings):           

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the ORIGINATOR has received written notification from me (or 

either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford ORIGINATOR and DEPOSITORY a reasonable 

opportunity to act upon it. 

Name(s):              

Signature:              

Signature:              

Address:              

City:      State:   Zip Code:     

Date:               



The City Offices are located at 8123 Main St, 2nd Floor, above the 

PNC Bank.  Hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

 

Elected Officials: 

Mayor 

Shawn Keough:  SKeough@DexterMI.gov (313) 363-1434 

Council Members 

Scott Bell:  SBell@DexterMI.gov (734) 646-5465 

Paul Cousins:  PCousins@DexterMI.gov (734) 548-3293 

Donna Fisher:  DFisher@DexterMI.gov (734) 649-5169 

Julie Knight:  JKnight@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4961 

Zach Michels:  ZMichels@DexterMI.gov (734) 726-0616 

Jim Smith:  JDSmith@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8885  

 

Staff: 

City Manager:  CNicholls@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2229 

Clerk/Asst. to the Manager: JBreyer@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2234 

Treasurer/Finance/Assessor:  MSherry@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2231 

Community Development: MAniol@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2233 

Assistant Planner: MAuerbach@DexterMi.gov (734) 580-2235 

Utility Billing: EAiken@DexterMI.gov (734) 580-2232 

Administrative Assistant: BTuscano@DexterMi.gov (734) 580-2230 

Public Works:  KAugustine@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-8530 

Public Utilities: DSchlaff@DexterMI.gov (734) 426-4572 

 

      Utilities After Hour Emergencies:  (734) 368-5212 
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Street Tree Planting 

 
The Spring 2019 street tree 

planting has been 

postponed to the Fall. The 

request form deadline has 

been extended to  

Friday, June 28, 2019. 

Please contact the Office 

of Community 

Development at 734-580-

2233 if you would like 

more information on the 

City’s street tree planting 

program. 


